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So…what are the dirty secrets? 
1. Economics - Why is it so expensive to publish in some 
journals and what is the value added by traditional 
academic publishers?  How many times are we paying for 
this information? 
 
2. Rights - Are you signing over the rights of your work when 
you choose to publish? What is it costing you to waive these 
rights? 
 
3. Unintended Consequences – Smaller or more specialized 
publications do not get counted on the impact scale.   
 
4. Lobbying - Big publishers spending millions of dollars 
lobbying for legislation to overturn policy that supports 
access to information (such as the National Public Access 
Policy in the United States). 
 
5. Journal Impact Factors – Used beyond intended purposes, 
subject to manipulation, not necessarily the best measure 
of impact  
 
What you might not know about impact factors 
 
• Impact factors were not intended to measure the quality of 
scholarly output. 
• Self-citations boost a publication’s impact factor in addition 
to secondary citations (articles cited without actually being 
read) 
• Strong indications that publishers are manipulating impact 
stats to their favor (coercive citation) 
• 80% of Journal Impact Factors (JIFs) driven by 20% of papers 
published 
• Journals available online generally have a higher impact 
factor 
• Articles are often cited because they are refuted 
• People may cite others because they know that they are on 
the review panel 
• Citations to non-citable sources are erroneously included in 
the database 
• Heavily cited review articles boost the impact factor of a 
journal 
• Journals tend to publish “more important” articles earlier in 
the year to boost their score 
 
Journal impact factors are a measurement tool for the JOURNAL 
not the author or the article.  They correlate poorly with the 
actual number of times the article has been cited.   
 
Would these publications be your Top 10? 
Top 10 Humanities Publications 
 
Top 10 Bio Science Publications 
 
Top  10 Social Science Publications 
 
SCImago. (2012). SJR — SCImago Journal & Country Rank. 
Retrieved May 05, 2014, from http://www.scimagojr.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ways to measure impact 
 
JIF (Journal Impact Factor)  
• Originally created by Eugene Garfield as a tool to help select 
library journal subscriptions. After using journal statistical data 
in house to compile the SCI (Science Citation Index), the 
Institute of Scientific Information (now Thompson Reuters) 
started to publish the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) 
 
• Frequently used as a ranking system, with journals with higher 
impact factors deemed to be more important than those with 
lower ones 
 
• Reflects the average number of citations to recent articles 
published in the journal. 
 
For example:  
 
A =# of times that all articles published in that journal in 
2006 and 2007, were cited by articles in indexed 
journals during 2008. 
 
B=total # of citable items published by that journal in 
2006 & 2007 (Citable items constitute articles, reviews, 
proceedings or notes) 
 
JIF = A divided by B 
 
H-Index (Hirsh Index): Originally developed by Jorge Hirsch as a 
tool for determining theoretical physicist’s relative quality. It is an 
index that measures a scholar’s most cited papers and the number 
of citations that they have received in other publications.  For 
example, if you have a h-index of 4 that means that you have 4 or 
more articles that have been cited 4 or more times. 
 
The H-Index can measure both the impact of a journal, and the 
impact of an ARTICLE. 
 
H5 Index: This is the H-Index for articles published in the last 5 
complete years.   
 
SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper): Created by Professor 
Henk Moed, it is the ratio of a source’s average citation count per 
paper and the citation potential of its subject field. 
 
SJR (SCImage Journal Rank): Developed by Dr. Felix de Moya. This 
scale measures the average number of weighted citations in the 
selected year by the documents published in the selected journal 
in the three previous years.  A citation from a source with a 
relatively high SJR counts as more than a citation from a source 
with a lower SJR. 
 
Altmetrics: Employing non-citation based metrics in the 
evaluation of research by tracking mentions and citations in 
through social media platforms (such as blogs, Twitter, Facebook)  
or reader counts on social reference management tools 
(Mendeley, Zotero etc.)  
 
Article Level Metrics: Measures impact at the article level (as 
opposed to the journal level). This measure makes use of new 
tools that allow the impact of an individual article to be 
disaggregated from the impact of a journal overall.  It incorporates 
altmerics, as well as more traditional measures such as citation 
count. Find out more from SPARC  
 
 
 
 
Things you can do to publish alternatively 
 
• Check the bonafides of journals before you publish.  If it is a 
subscription-based publication find out their policy/fees attached to 
Open Access publishing. SHERPA/RoMEO is a great tool to search 
journal names and look at their copyright info. 
 
• Publish in OA (Open Access) journals! (Take the “Golden Road”). To 
seek out potential OA publishers, you can access the Directory of 
Open Access Journals (DOAJ). 
 
• Pay attention to OA publications.  Be aware of predatory journals and 
publishers that charge large fees to publish but who do not provide 
any of the editorial or publishing services that a “legitimate” 
publication would provide.  Sometimes they have phony review 
boards or use names that are eerily similar to reputable publications. 
Always check credentials of publications that you are submitting your 
work to (e.g., domain address, web sites etc.) 
 
• Publish in regular journals, but be choosy. Make sure that they allow 
you to archive your work on personal or institutional websites or 
license your work to the publisher instead of granting them outright 
copyright (take the Green Road!). (Check Sherpa/RoMeo for this info.) 
 
• Look into joining SPARC (Scholarly Publishing and Academic Research 
Coalition), an organization that supports barrier-free online 
availability of scholarly and scientific research. 
 
 
 
 
 
Things you might not know about Open Access (OA) 
• When you sign a publication agreement with an OA journal you 
normally retain your intellectual property rights. 
 
• Misconceptions of “free”.  Although OA articles are freely available, it 
may cost an author to publish in these journals due to the costs 
associated with managing systems and content.  To adapt the R. 
Stallman quote, OA is free as in “free speech” not “free beer”.  
 
• Fallacy that OA publications are not peer reviewed.  The Directory of 
Open Access Journals describes the quality criteria that all 
submissions have to meet, which includes peer review or editorial 
quality control. 
 
• OA publications have the potential to be cited more often than 
subscription based publications because of increased accessibility. 
 
Golden road, green road, yellow brick road…what does 
this all mean?? 
 
Generally, there are two “roads” to Open Access that an author can take: 
• Golden Road: publish your article only in an OA journal. 
• Green Road: publish your article first in an non-OA journal, but also  
self archive it in an OA archive or Institutional Repository (IR) 
 
Within OA, use may be restricted. 
• Gratis OA: describes OA materials subject to the removal of price 
barriers (free to anyone with the internet). The content is freely 
available to be accessed and used. 
• Libre OA: OA materials free online with removal of some or all 
permission barriers (use is often granted through Creative Commons 
licenses). The content is freely available for access, use, re-use and 
modification 
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